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New Discoveries 

After the rush of the holiday season, and then the pain of inventory and tax prep season, we’re finally 
back in the groove of doing what we really love: finding cool new products. And our favorite sales reps 
are slowly returning to (responsible, socially distanced) tastings, so I’ve been trying a lot of new stuff. 
One recent day, by the time Nick came in, I had tasted 20+ wines and 11 different spirits. Fun, right? 
Well, yes. But here’s the thing: not all of those are good. Some of them are downright awful. But 
these...these are good. Actually, these are great. We’ve curated them just for you. Enjoy! 

White #1) Château de la Gravelle, Muscadet Sèvre-et-Maine 2018 
  
 Domaine Sauger is situated on the left bank of the Loire River 
Valley, bordered by the forest of La Sologne. It has a sandy clay soil 
and an oceanic climate, slightly tempered by the nearby forest. 5 
generations of the Sauger family have maintained this domaine 
since its founding in 1870. The current proprietor-Philippe- took 
over in 1988 and decide to concentrate on his vineyards and give up 
the other enterprises-white asparagus and pickles-which had 
previously sustained the domaine. 
 

Cheverny is a relatively recent addition to Loire valley wines, officially arriving in 1993. The sandy 
soils of this region tame Sauvignon Blanc’s more herbaceous tendencies, while the temperate climate 
gives rich and ripe fruit character. Sauger’s Cheverny is an 80/20 blend of Sauvignon Blanc and 
Chardonnay, with Chardonnay lending richness and Sauvignon steely and mineral flavors. The end 
result is a little like a dry version of lemon meringue pie. Delicious! 

 

White #2) Cantina del Taburno, Falanghina del Sannio Taburno 2019 

Cantina del Taburno, located at the mountainside of Taburno, is 
owned by the agricultural Consortium of Benevento. The Consortium 
was established in 1901, and vinifies grapes grown by 300 viticulturists 
associated with the Consortium. The total vineyard extension is 
approximately 600 hectares within the towns of Foglianise, Torrecuso, 
Vitulano, Campoli del Mone Taburno, Castelpoto, Apollosa, Bonea, 
Montesarchio, Ponte, Tocco Caudio, Paupisi and Benevento.  

The wines are the result of a careful marriage of tradition and 
innovation, respecting the native grapes and knowledge of the best 

vineyards while adopting modern viticulture and vinification techniques. Falanghina, an ancient 
grape thought to be the raw material of Rome’s famous Falernum, is one of their specialties. Notes of 
pineapple and ripe juicy pear blend with citrus, fresh green herbs, and a racy mineral-driven finish. 
Cheese. Definitely cheese. 
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Red #1) Omero Moretti, Umbria Rosso Terre di Giano 2018 
 

Situated south-east of Montefalco in Giano dell'Umbria, Azienda 
Agraria Moretti Omero is owned and run by Omero Moretti. The 
origins of the property go back to just after the first World War, 
when in 1925 Moretti's grandfather Domenico emigrated from 
Switzerland, using his savings to buy his first olive grove. Omero 
fell in love with farming after receiving his first tractor in 1972 
and joined the family business, eventually bringing his wife 
Daniela and two daughters, Lucia and Giusy, into the fold. 
Today, the 32 ha estate has over 4500 olive trees and 38,000 
vines (11 ha). 

Omero Moretti was the second winery in Umbria to be certified organic. As of the 2015 vintage, they 
are also certified vegan. Terre di Giano is a blend of Sangiovese and (the massively under-
appreciated) Ciliegiolo, grown on heavy clay soils. Vinified in cement but aged in large French oak, the 
wine is dominated by bright red and black cherry flavors, nice weight on the palate, and a smooth, 
silky finish. 

 

Red#2) Domaine Coston, St. Guilhem le Desert 2019 

 

A Demeter-certified biodynamic estate winery in the Terrasses du Larzac AOC in 
Languedoc, France, Domaine Coston is operated by Marie-Thérèse Coston and her 
sons Philippe and Jean-Marc Coston. Their vineyards consist of 29.7 acres in 
Puechabon and neighboring Aniane in the Terrasses de Larzac, of clay-limestone 
soils, at an average 210 m elevation. These wines have long been customer 
favorites; their only fault is scarcity. 

The estate’s newest red, a blend of Carignane, Grenache, and Cabernet Sauvignon, 
is a rich and brambly-spicy red, with aromas and flavors of red and black cherry, 
plum, vanilla, and spice. Perfect pairing: rich, long simmered stews and a frosty 
night. Or maybe a fire, good company, and a good read. 

 

 


